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PROGRAMME 
 
9.30 Welcome of participants  

9.45 Presentation of key results of the ATTREG project and 
main policy implications and messages: 

  Antonio Paolo Russo (University Rovira i Virgili)  

Rob Atkinson (University of the West of England) 

10.45  Discussion by external expert 

 Thomas Niedomysl (University of Lund) 

11.15 Coffee Break 

11.30 Round table discussion with European and National 
stakeholders  

Moderator 

Loris Servillo (KU Leuven) 

Participants  

Tomaz Miklavcic (Ministry of Infrastructure and Spatial 
Planning (ESPON MC Slovenia) 

Maria Herrero (Provincial Government Barcelona) 

 

 

 

 

Mathilde Konstantopoulou (Ministry for Development, 
Competitiveness, Infrastructure, Transport & Networks, 
ESPON MC Greece) 

Martijn De Bruijn (Department RWO, Afdeling Ruimtelijke 
Planning en Stedebouwkundig Beleid, ESPON MC Flanders) 

Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira (Coordinator of the Conference of 
Atlantic Arc Cities) 

12.45  Conclusions by an ESPON CU representative  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VENUE 
Room Trone 1 and 2 
EUROCITIES building, square de Meeus 1, Brussels. 

For further info and confirmation: 
Massimiliano Rumignani: massimiliano.rumignani@urv.com  
Project Manager 

 

 
ATTREG Lead Partner  
University 'Rovira i Virgili', Spain 
Project Coordinator - Antonio Russo: antonio.russo@urv.net 
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ATTREG Third International Workshop 
 

Designing and governing regional attractiveness 

 
The ATTREG Project has brought nine European research organisations together in a wide-

spanning reflection on human mobilities and how they are re-shaping places within the context 

of an increasingly borderless and connected Europe. In the 2000 decade people have been freer 

than ever to relocate attracted by buoyant job markets, appealing place qualities and services, 

beautiful landscapes, and pristine natural environment, for a whole new life project, an 

intermediate period of personal growth and formation, or a short leisurely trip. Human 

mobilities have an impact on places where they are directed: mostly they add to it, in terms of 

human capital and localised consumption, but sometimes it could become problematic for a 

region to continue receiving different populations and remain open and welcoming. At the 

same time, outgoing migrations are often seen as a “loss” for origin regions, though they could 

represent a balancing factor for backwards economic systems.  

 

Our project analysed mobilities within the framework of the European policy objectives and 

using the traditional geo-statistical approach of ESPON applied research. What is that attracts 

different collectives to some places (and away from others)? How have attraction factors been 

distributed in the ESPON space between different types of regions and geopolitical contexts? 

Does attraction always imply competitiveness, or are there significant variations in this? What is 

the role of policy, and how did very different places, that we studied in deep as case studies, 

design their attraction policies around their perceived strengths? What is likely to happen in the 

future, provided the right “strings” are touched? And could there be a European policy 

approach to mobility that fosters different place strategies so that the resulting distribution of 

population, talent, and economic opportunities is a desirable one from the point of view of 

regional cohesion?   

 

After presenting the key results of the ATTREG project focusing especially on their policy 

implications, this meeting will host a keynote speech by a leading international researcher into 

human mobilities who will contribute his personal view and experience. Afterwards, a panel 

including European and Regional stakeholders will engage in a round table discussion aiming at 

analysing the relevance of these results for their respective policy domains. It is also expected 

that the panellists and researchers will reply to questions coming from the audience.  

 

Symbolically, the closure of the meeting will represent the final act of this research project 

handing over its results to the ESPON Coordination Unit for future capitalisation.  

 


